
Did the cross kill Jesus? John 10:18 X Mark 15:39, John 19:30, Matthew 27:50, Luke 23:46 

 
In the NKJV, John 10:17-18 reads like this: “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My 
life that I may take it again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father.” Please 
notice: “No one takes it from me”. That includes Pilate, etc. In Matthew 27:50 and John 19:30 the 
Text states that Jesus “dismissed His spirit”. Now consider Mark 15:39. “So when the centurion, who 
stood opposite Him, saw that He cried out like this and breathed His last, he said, ‘Truly this Man was 
the Son of God!’” Now what could convince a hardened Roman centurion? He had doubtless 
witnessed no end of crucifixions; he knew that the victim died of asphyxiation. Hanging from one’s 
hands, the diaphragm is pressed against the lungs, and the victim can’t breathe. Nailing the feet was 
a sadistic procedure, to prolong the agony—in spite of the pain, the victim would push up so he could 
get a breath, until finally too worn out to do so. (That is why the Pharisees requested Pilate to have 
the legs broken; then they died within minutes.) Now then, someone who is dying asphyxiated does 
not give a tremendous shout; but ordinary people cannot just tell their spirit to leave. So when that 
centurion observed that Jesus gave a tremendous shout and then immediately died, he drew the 
obvious conclusion: he was looking at a supernatural being. The cross did not kill Jesus; He gave His 
life voluntarily, for you and me. Thank you, Lord! 


