
Do we command God? Matthew 18:18 

 

In the NKJV, Matthew 18:18 reads like this: “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
The normal meaning of this translation is that Heaven has to follow our lead (is it not?), and 
there is no lack of religious communities that teach this. But really now, what possible 
competence might human beings have to tell God what to do? We may ask, but not 
command. The difficulty arises from an inaccurate translation. The tense of the Greek verb 
phrase here is a periphrastic future perfect, passive voice (so also in 16:18). Thus, “will 
have been bound/loosed” not “will be bound/loosed”. We are not telling God what to do; we 
are to apply down here that which He has already done in heaven. (What had been just for 
Peter is now given to all the disciples.) 
 In John 5:19 the Lord Jesus stated that He could only do what He saw the Father 
doing. Our inability to see what the Father is doing is probably one of our worst spiritual 
problems—it condemns us to waste a lot of time and energy trying to do things that we 
should not. In practical terms, when I ‘bind’ something and nothing happens, I conclude that 
it had not been ‘bound’ in Heaven. I tried to do something that the Father was not doing. 


