
Who said what? Matthew 27:48-49 X Mark 15:36 X John 19:29-30 (Luke 23:36) 
 
I take it that the action in John 19:29, as well as Luke 23:36, was carried out by soldiers, and should 
not be confused with that recorded in Matthew and Mark, although all four refer to offering Jesus sour 
wine to drink (since Jesus was on the cross for some six hours, there was time for several drinks). 
The seeming discrepancy I wish to address is in Matthew and Mark. In the NKJV, Matthew 27:48-49 
reads like this: “Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine and put it on 
a reed, and offered it to Him to drink. The rest said, ‘Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come to 
save Him’.” A single man offers the drink, but the rest say, “Let Him alone, . . .” And Mark 15:36 
reads like this: “Then someone ran and filled a sponge full of sour wine, put it on a reed, and offered 
it to Him to drink, saying, ‘Let Him alone; . . .’” A single man offers the drink, and he says, “Let Him 
alone, . . .” I would not be surprised if the man involved here was John Mark himself. But whoever he 
was, if he knew Hebrew he knew perfectly well that Jesus was not calling Elijah, so he sarcastically 
repeats their statement, in disgust. I deny any discrepancy. 

 


