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Copyist Care Quotient-3 

Wilbur N. Pickering, ThM PhD 

Back in 1957, Ernest Colwell did a “careful study” of “all alleged Beta Text-type [Alexandrian] 

witnesses in the first chapter of Mark”.1 Those alleged MSS numbered thirteen: a,B,C,D,L,33, 

157,517,579,892,1241,1342 and 2427. After that “careful study” he identified six of them as 

“primary witnesses”: a,B,L,33,892,2427 and “set aside” the other seven. 

For this study I am using Reuben Swanson’s complete collations for Luke chapter four (the 

whole chapter).2 Of Colwell’s thirteen, Swanson collated four of his “primary” witnesses 

(a,B,L,33), as well as four of the “weaker” ones (C,D,157,579). He also collated P45,75,Q,T,W, but 

only W is extant for the whole chapter, or even most of it (C is missing more than half). He 

compared them to UBS4 (N-A27), which reproduces the text of UBS3/N-A26. Since Kurt Aland 

called this the ‘standard’ text, he, at least, presumably regarded it to be a reasonable 

approximation to the ‘Alexandrian’ archetype (if there ever was such a thing). I proceed to list 

the number of times each of the eight MSS disagrees with UBS4: aaaa-28, B-18, D-94, L-20, W-33, 

33-33, 157-51, 579-57.3 

There are 44 verses in chapter four; I suppose that we may agree that D is not part of the 

‘family’ (many of its variants involve a whole phrase, added or omitted, that I only counted as 

one variant). If 157 and 579 belong, they are on the fringe. That leaves five MSS that might be 

said to represent the ‘Alexandrian’ text-type here (a,B,L,W,33). Since most of B’s variants are 

mere spelling differences, UBS/N-A may be said to be basically a Codex B text. 

I now give the results of my complete collation of fifty-one representatives of Family 35 for this 

chapter. The fifty-one are: 18, 35, 128, 201, 204, 246, 402, 479, 510, 547, 553, 586, 691, 757, 

769, 781, 789, 824, 867, 897, 928, 1072, 1111, 1117, 1147, 1328, 1339, 1384, 1435, 1461, 1493, 

1496, 1503, 1548, 1551, 1621, 1637, 1652, 1667, 1694, 1713, 2122, 2253, 2352, 2367, 2382, 

2466, 2503, 2554, 2765 and Iviron 2110. 

I reproduce my chapter 4 with the f35-specific apparatus below, so the reader can check the 

evidence for himself. Of the fifty-one MSS, only 17 have a variant, which means that 34, two-

thirds of the total, are perfect representatives of the archetype in this chapter! Of the 

seventeen, 14 have only one variant, 2 have two, and one has four. The worst f35 

representative is four times better than the best Alexandrian representative! Also, it took fifty 

f35 MSS to produce as many variations from their archetype as Codex B did all by itself. Further, 

as the reader can verify for himself, all of the variants can be said to be inconsequential—they 

make little or no difference.4 Perhaps I should also mention that my choice of Luke chapter 

four was random; any other chapter would give a similar result. Since the whole NT with        

                                                             
1 E.C. Colwell, "The Significance of Grouping of New Testament Manuscripts", New Testament Studies, IV (1957-

1958), 86-87. 
2 R.J. Swanson, New Testament Greek Manuscripts—Luke (Pasadena, CA: William Carey International University 

Press, 1995), pp. 62-77. 
3 For the purpose of this study I am ignoring the 43 places where UBS4 is certainly mistaken (in my opinion), just in 

this one chapter. 
4 It may also be observed that only two of the variants receive attestation from other MSS (not in the Family), so 

that almost all the variants are isolated mistakes. 
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f35-specific apparatus is available from www.prunch.org, anyone who wishes to check it out 

may do so. 

[Jesus tested by Satan] 

4444)1111 Ihsouj de( plhrhj Pneumatoj ~Agiou( ùpestreyen apo tou Iordanou kai hgeto en tw 

Pneumati eij thn erhmon( 2 h̀meraj tessarakonta peirazomenoj ùpo tou diabolou) Kai ouk 
efagen ouden en taij h̀meraij ekeinaij( kai suntelesqeiswn1 autwn ùsteron epeinasen) 3 Kai 
eipen autw ò diaboloj( ~~Ei Uìoj ei= tou Qeou( eipe tw liqw toutw2 ìna genhtai artoj¸VV      
4 Kai apekriqh3 Ihsouj proj auton legwn( ~~Gegraptai o`ti ~Ouk epV artw monw zhsetai 
anqrwpoj( allV epi panti r̀hmati QeouV)VV 

5 Kai anagagwn auton ò diaboloj eij oroj u`yhlon( edeixen autw pasaj taj basileiaj 
thj oikoumenhj en stigmh cronou) 6 Kai eipen autw ò diabolojÇ ~~Soi dwsw thn exousian 
tauthn a`pasan( kai thn doxan autwn( òti emoi paradedotai(4 kai w- ean qelw didwmi5 authn) 
7 Su oun( ean proskunhshj6 enwpion emou( estai soi7 pasa)VV 8 Kai apokriqeij autw eipen ò 

IhsoujÇ ~~~Upage opisw mou( Satana! Gegraptai( ~Proskunhseij Kurion ton Qeon sou( kai 
autw monw latreuseijV¸VV 

9 Kai hgagen auton eij ~Ierousalhm kai esthsen auton epi to pterugion tou ìerou 
kai eipen autwÇ ~~Ei Uìoj ei= tou Qeou( bale seauton enteuqen katw\ 10 gegraptai gar òti 
~Toij aggeloij autou enteleitai peri sou tou diafulaxai seV( 11 kai( ~Epi ceirwn arousin 
se( mhpote proskoyhj proj liqon ton poda souV)VV 12 Kai apokriqeij eipen autw ò Ihsouj òti 
~~Eirhtai( ~Ouk ekpeiraseij Kurion ton Qeon souV¸VV 

13 Kai suntelesaj panta peirasmon8 o` diaboloj apesth apV autou acri kairou) 

[Jesus begins His public ministry] 

4444)14141414 Kai ùpestreyen o` Ihsouj en th dunamei tou Pneumatoj eij thn Galilaian( kai9 fhmh 

exhlqen kaqV òlhj thj pericwrou peri autou\ 15 kai autoj edidasken en taij sunagwgaij 
autwn( doxazomenoj ùpo pantwn) 

[His hometown rejects Him] 

16161616 Kai hlqen eij thn Nazaret( ou- h=n teqrammenoj\10 kai eishlqen( kata to eiwqoj 
autw( en th h̀mera twn sabbatwn eij thn sunagwghn( kai anesth anagnwnai) 17 Kai epedoqh 
autw biblion ~Hsaiou tou profhtou\ kai anaptuxaj to biblion eùren ton topon ou- h=n 
gegrammenonÇ 18 ~~Pneuma Kuriou epV eme( ou- eìneken ecrisen me euaggelisasqai ptwcoij) 
Apestalken me iasasqai touj suntetrimmenouj thn kardian( khruxai aicmalwtoij afesin kai 
tufloij anableyin( aposteilai teqrausmenouj en afesei( 19 khruxai eniauton Kuriou 
dekton)VV 

[“Today this Scripture is fulfilled”] 

20202020 Kai ptuxaj to biblion( apodouj tw u`phreth( ekaqisen) Kai pantwn en th sunagwgh 
oì ofqalmoi hsan atenizontej autw) 21 Hrxato de legein proj autouj òti ~~Shmeron 
peplhrwtai h̀ grafh au`th en toij wsin u`mwn)VV 22 $Kai pantej emarturoun autw kai 
eqaumazon epi toij logoij thj caritoj toij ekporeuomenoij ek tou stomatoj autou\ kai 

elegon( ~~Ouc ou`toj estin ò uìoj Iwshf?VV% 23 Kai eipen proj autoujÇ ~~Pantwj11 ereite moi 

thn parabolhn tauthnÇ ~Iatre( qerapeuson seauton¸V—o`sa hkousamen genomena en th 
Kapernaoum poihson kai ẁde en th patridi sou)VV 

                                                             
1 suntelesqeiswn  ||  suntelesqhswn  128 
2 toutw  ||  ---  789  (from one page to the next) 
3 apekriqh  ||  1 o  781 
4 paradedotai  ||  paradedwtai  1493 
5 didwmi  ||  didwmoi  201 
6 proskunhshj  ||  proskunhseij  [15%] 204 
7 soi  ||  sou  [75%] 1621 
8 peirasmon  ||  peirasmwn  691 
9 kai  ||  1 h  691 
10 teqrammenoj  ||  teqramenoj  757 
11 pantwj  ||  pantoj  691 
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[Jesus treads on their toes] 

24242424 Eipen deÇ ~~Amhn legw ùmin o`ti oudeij profhthj dektoj estin en th patridi autou) 
25 EpV alhqeiaj de legw ùmin(1 pollai chrai hsan en taij h̀meraij Hliou en tw Israhl( òte2 
ekleisqh ò ouranoj epi eth tria kai mhnaj èx( w`j egeneto limoj megaj epi pasan thn ghn\  
26 kai proj oudemian autwn epemfqh Hliaj ei mh eij Sarepta thj Sidwnoj( proj gunaika 
chran) 27 Kai polloi leproi hsan epi Elissaiou tou profhtou en tw Israhl\ kai oudeij 
autwn ekaqarisqh ei mh Neeman ò Suroj)VV 

[Atypical mob action] 

28282828 Kai eplhsqhsan pantej qumou en th sunagwgh akouontej tauta( 29 kai anastantej 
exebalon auton exw thj polewj kai hgagon auton èwj ofruoj tou orouj efV ou- h̀ polij autwn 
wkodomhto(3 eij to katakrhmnisai4 auton) 30 Autoj de( dielqwn dia mesou autwn( eporeueto) 

[Capernaum becomes His base of operations—27 AD] 

31313131 Kai kathlqen eij Kapernaoum( polin thj Galilaiaj\ kai h=n didaskwn autouj en 
toij sabbasin) 32 Kai exeplhssonto epi th didach autou( òti en exousia h=n o` logoj autou) 

[A demonized man] 
33333333 Kai en th sunagwgh h=n anqrwpoj ecwn pneuma daimoniou akaqartou\ kai 

anekraxen5 fwnh megalh 34 legwnÇ ~~Ea! Ti, h̀min kai soi(6 Ihsou Nazarhne? Hlqej apolesai 

h̀maj? Oida se7 ti,j ei=( o` ~Agioj tou Qeou!VV 35 Kai epetimhsen autw ò Ihsouj legwn( 

~~Fimwqhti( kai exelqe ex autou!VV Kai r̀iyan auton to daimonion eij meson( exhlqen apV 
autou( mhden blayan auton) 36 Kai egeneto qamboj epi pantaj( kai sunelaloun proj allhlouj 
legontejÇ ~~Ti,j ò logoj oùtoj¸ òti en exousia kai dunamei epitassei toij akaqartoij 
pneumasin( kai exercontai¸VV 37 Kai exeporeueto hcoj peri autou eij panta topon thj 
pericwrou) 

[Peter’s mother-in-law] 

38383838 Anastaj de ek thj sunagwghj eishlqen eij thn oikian Simwnoj)8 Penqera de tou 
Simwnoj h=n sunecomenh puretw9 megalw( kai hrwthsan auton peri authj) 39 Kai epistaj 
epanw authj epetimhsen tw puretw( kai afhken authn) Paracrhma de anastasa dihkonei 
autoij) 

[Healings at sunset] 

40404040 Dunontoj de tou h̀liou( pantej o`soi eicon asqenountaj nosoij poikilaij hgagon 
autouj10 proj auton\ ò de èni11 èkastw autwn taj ceiraj epiqeij eqerapeusen autouj)        
41 Exhrceto de kai daimonia apo pollwn( krazonta kai legonta òti ~~Su ei= ò Cristoj ò 

Uìoj tou Qeou!VV Kai epitimwn ouk eia auta lalein( òti hdeisan ton Criston auton einai) 
42 Genomenhj de h̀meraj exelqwn eporeuqh eij erhmon topon\ kai oì ocloi ezhtoun 

auton kai hlqon èwj autou( kai kateicon auton tou mh poreuesqai apV autwn) 43 ~O de eipen 
proj autouj òti ~~Kai taij èteraij polesin euaggelisasqai me dei thn basileian tou Qeou( 
òti eij touto apestalmai)VV 44 Kai h=n khrusswn en taij sunagwgaij thj Galilaiaj)  

 

Now then, what does this evidence tell us? 

                                                             
1 umin  ||  1 oti  2367 
2 ote  ||  oti  510 
3 wkodomhto  ||  okodomhto  757 
4 katakrhmnisai  ||  katakrumnhsai  553 
5 anekraxen  ||  ekraxen  1503 
6 soi  ||  su  691 
7 oida se  ||  ---  1435 
8 simwnoj  ||  1 h  1548 
9 sunecomenh puretw  ||  ~ 21  2466 
10 autouj  ||  ---  510 
11 eni  ||  enei  1652 
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1) It tells us that it is possible to establish the archetypical form of Family 35 on objective, 

scientific, empirical grounds (something that it is impossible to do for the ‘Alexandrian’ text-

type) [which excludes the ‘Alexandrian’ text-type as a candidate for Original Text]. 

2) It tells us that when we look at the copyist care quotient, there is a dramatic difference 

between ‘Alexandrian’ MSS and f35 MSS. The Alexandrians did not take their task seriously, 

which presumably means that they did not believe they were handling an inspired text. On the 

other hand, the f35 copyists took their task very seriously, which is compatible with belief in an 

inspired Text. 

3) Might the glaring contrast in care quotient imply supernatural participation? If so, the 

‘Alexandrian’ text-type reflects Satan’s, and Family 35 reflects God’s.1 

Since neutrality is impossible [neither God nor Satan will permit it],2 which side should we 

choose? As for me and my house, I choose Family 35. 

                                                             
1 For more on this subject, please see my article, “What is a ‘controlled’ text?” (mailing #182, sent a year ago). 
2 As Sovereign Jesus stated in Luke 11:23: “He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with 

me scatters.” Please note that both attitude and action are included—“with me” is an attitude; “gather” is an 

action. 


